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status.79 It is significant that the Buddha himself hinted at this
divine phenomenon: "Know Vasettha, that from time to time
a Tathagata is bora into this world, a fully enlightened one,...
a blessed Buddha. He proclaims the truth both in its letter and
in its spirit.... A higher life doth he make known in all its
purity and in all its perfectness."80 Both an Avatara and a
Buddha are sd^vatadharmagopta^ the undying guardian of the
eternal cosmic and spiritual law known as rta or dharma. It
matters little that the Buddha did not specifically use the
word *Avatara* for himself and other Buddhas. The spiritual
ancestry of the Buddha and Lord Krishna were the same.
Whereas Gautama Buddha submitted that he was merely
following the ancient Aryan path: Arya-magga9 Bhagavad Gita
is claimed to be the 'milk from the Upanishada-cows*:
sarvopanishada-gabadogdha. These facts were appreciated by
the Mahayana movement but ignored by the Tneravadins.

Some scholars tend to put the age of the Gita in the post-
Buddha period,8^ and 'reasonably conclude that Bhagavad
Gita was composed (under) the growing impact of Buddbism,
besides that of the Upanishads".8* These views regarding the
age of, and the influence of Buddhism on, Gita seem to be
erroneous. Gita must have been in existence, more or less in
the present form, before the Buddha's era,84-8* The confusion
has arisen because Gita has been considered to be an integral
part of Mahabharala, part of which contains some later-day
additions referring to the Buddha. The first list of incarnations
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